More History on Ham License classes 1951 HAM history facts

In 1951, the FCC eliminated the old Class A, Class B, and Class C licenses,
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and added three new classes of licenses Novice, Technician, and Amateur
Extra. Now the license classes were Novice, Technician, Conditional, General,
and Amateur Extra Class licenses.

Advanced licenses apparently came later. Novices could get a one year, non-
renewable license, which had a special 2x3 call sign with the letter N following
the W, e.g., WN20ODC, WNB6ISB. With an upgrade, the N was dropped.

The Technician Class is created for experimentation, not communication, and
has privileges only above 220 Mc. Conditional licenses were the same as
general but given by mail, provided the applicant lived far enough away from the
nearest FCC office.

Novice - 5 wpm code test, sending and receiving. Simplified written test on
theory and regulations. No experience required or allowed - anyone who had
previously held any class of amateur license was ineligible for a Novice.
Extremely limited CW privileges in parts of the 80 and 11 meter bands, plus CW
and phone privileges on part of 2 meters. 75 (or was it 50) watts maximum
power input, crystal control only. One year license term, nonrenewable. Exams
given at FCC examination points or by mail if conditions for mail exams were
met. The Novice was intended to be a sort of "learner’s permit” to help new hams
get started.®

Technician - 5 wpm code test, sending and receiving. Basic written test on
theory and regulations - same written test as General class. All amateur
privileges above 220 MHz. Exams given at FCC examination points or by mail if
conditions for mail exams were met. The Technician was meant for those who
were more interested in VHF/UHF experimentation than HF operating.

The proposed Class D license was implemented as the Technician.®




General (old Class B) - 13 wpm code test, sending and receiving. Basic written
test on theory and regulations. Exam given at FCC examination points only. All
amateur privileges EXCEPT 75 and 20 meter phone.8

Conditional (old Class C) - Same as General, except tests given by mail.®
Advanced (old Class A) - 13 wpm code test, sending and receiving. Basic and
advanced written tests on theory and regulations. At least one year of
experience as a General or Conditional licensee. Exam given at FCC
examination points only. All amateur privileges. The Advanced was to be
phased out and replaced by the Extra, and no new Advanced class tests were
given after 1952. Holders of Advanced class licenses could renew and modify
them indefinitely.?

Extra - 20 wpm code test, sending and receiving. Basic and higher level written
tests on theory and regulations. At least two years of experience as a General,
Conditional or Advanced licensee. Exam given at FCC examination points only.
All amateur privileges.®
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